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PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Greetings everyone. @ . '
This, my first report, provides me with an opportunity

to introduce myself to you and tell you a little bit about Rt
my background. - ROosss
I grew up in Sydney and, after the usual school years, ( -~ \

B :
NSW / Westpac first, then a trustee company. My time ‘ Y

with the trustees though provided an opportunity to
explore the world of technology, and that manifested
itself in a change of direction. Having seen antiquated
and very manual and labour-intensive systems for
processing fundamental financial transactions, I set about designing computer-based systems
to improve workflow and productivity. Once designed I then project managed the
development of those computer systems and reporting, that would go on to be used for
banking, funds management, financial planning, and superannuation. I then put on a sales and
marketing hat and took the products to an international market. Following that there was a
brief three-year stint in project consultancy before taking on what I call my “downbhill to
retirement” roles as a mortgage broker, and some time with Bunnings, on the floor and in
management, and finally as a bus and coach driver. I have been retired for about four years,
but during that time owner-built my current home which I share with my wife in the
peninsula township of Gwandalan.

started a career in banking and finance ... Bank of w
74— .

E%

ACTIVITIES
e We recently hosted an evening for the Scouts from next door. It was very successful

and there were 19 happy kids who enjoyed the experience and got to take home a pen
they created. I would like to thank everyone for their participation on the night, and
especially Peter who dedicated considerable time in preparing and donating blanks
and other equipment.

e Arrangements are nearing completion for an ongoing display (and sales opportunities)
in the upstairs gallery of the Heatherbrae Pie Shop just down the road on the highway.
There is to be a trial period of a couple of months to see how it goes. Well done
Rooster and Peter for pulling this together.

e The Christmas in July lunch at Angel Sussurri in Yarramalong will be on soon, and
quite a few of us are looking forward to that. Thanks to Rooster for arranging it.

e We are also participating in the Central Coast Creative Art Trail over the weekend of
19" and 20" July. This will be an excellent opportunity for us to demonstrate in a
practical sense what we do and create, and should generate considerable interest in the
club. Steve has organised this for us — thank you!!

e There are two Bunnings BBQs over the next few months, in August and November.
More on this later but suffice to say they are great income generators for the club.

WORKSHOP

It is encouraging to see that attendance on most days is steady, and particularly pleasing that
new members are very well catered for on Wednesday evenings. This is in no small way due
to the efforts of Bernie, Richard W, and Ron. Thanks to you all.
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There is now a roof over the two containers in the yard providing protection for their contents
and the timber stacked between them. Mark has done an amazing job pulling this project
together, ably assisted by Dom, Richard W, and Bernie, with Richard A offering some

valuable supervisory skills. @)

VALE SKEETA

We were all very saddened to hear of the untimely passing of our friend Skeeta.

He was a remarkably talented man who willingly shared his experience with everyone.

I had not known him very long but during that time I enjoyed our conversations, his stories,
and certainly his tutorials.

He will be very much missed by everyone.

Rest in peace.

MEMBERSHIPS

Yes, it’s that time of the year. Strong membership is a core value of the club and represents
everyone’s contribution to the spirit in which we all carry on the activities, and benefit from
the outcomes. It is also a very valuable contribution to the financial well-being of the club.

If you have renewed your membership, THANK YOU, if you are waiting for a reminder, this
is it. I strongly encourage you to continue your support of your club.

40t ANNIVERSARY
There will be a celebration of this milestone, most likely to coincide with the Annual General
Meeting, but I will keep you advised.

MOVING FORWARD

I look forward to working with you all, especially the Board, during this transitional period
and remaining part of the club’s year, and into 2025 -26.

You will have heard about our short- and longer-term necessities, not the least of which is
having somewhere to operate beyond the current term of this lease, which in reality is quite
short.

There are a number of ways this may be addressed, and some are under constructive
consideration, however, there is a need for patience and a structured approach.

We will only exist in the future, with suitable tenure, through the injection of funding from
grants — pure and simple — there is no other way to source funding. The roadway to that is to
firstly become a charitable organisation that can apply for and accept grants. This is
underway but we must first put our house in order and that includes being able to supply a
full twelve months of accurate accounting records. That will be accomplished by 30"
September under the expert guidance of Chris Strong, who has done a great job in getting us
this far. After that we can apply for the appropriate classification and charitable status
through the Australian Charities and Not-For-Profit Commission (ACNC), and as a
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) through the Australian Tax Office.

Meanwhile, we will continue to explore all options for accommodation and tenure.

Watch this space as they say.

Best Regards to you all... Terry

They asked me why I didn’t have tattoos.
I said “*Have vou ever seen a bumper sticker on a Rolls Royee?”
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Central Coast Woodturners Co-operative Ltd
Minutes of the General Meeting @ The

Workshop
held on Saturday 21 June

The meeting was opened at 12.30pm by Terry Jones

Minutes taken by Steve Farr

Guest Speaker: Nil

P

og ¥ e

".\\b'h-..._

Show nd Tell |

>t

Name:

2025

Item:

Show and Tell:
Conducted by: Mark Board

Woods used:

Dom Pirlo

Burl Bowl

Blackbutt

Bernie Careil

Bowl

Olivewood

?

Large Bowl

Camphor (I think?)

Bernie Careil

Lidded Bowl

Lid is Mango wood, Bowl
Camphor

Bernie Careil

Chalice with Lid

Base Sandle wood, Chalice
Epoxy + Casuarina nuts, Lid
Olive Wood, Finial Bloodwood

John Butlin ?

Segmented Vase

?

Large Shallow Bowl

?

Spoons

?

Large Bowl

Light Wood ?

Trish Penny

Pepper Grinder

Winners: Bernie Careil won and Dom Pirlo came

second.

Lucky Door Prize: was won by Mark Wisbey.

Attendance: 24 members, 4 apologies, 0 associates

and 0 visitors.

The Hobbyturner

Page 4




Welfare:

+ We were notified one of our old members Noel Jack passed away.

+ Phil Clements is a quite sore after two falls. In the first, he broke 4 ribs and in the
second he broke a 5. He is slowly getting better.

+ Sue Wood is still in Hospital.

+ Brian Wilson (Skeeta) is in hospital (ICU) in an induced coma with heart problems, a
kidney infection and pneumonia. We have organized a card which is being passed
around to be signed by members.

Our thoughts and best wishes go out to them all.

Minutes: It was moved by Peter Hamilton and seconded by Alan Smith that the minutes of
the monthly meeting held in May 2025 be accepted. Passed.

Business Arising:

Peter’s Resignation as President: The members thanked Peter Hamilton for his 6 plus years
of hard work and dedication as President of the club. Peter explained to the members that
Terry Jones had stepped into the position of Acting President until the AGM in September,
where the Board will step down and nominations taken, and elections held to fill all positions
as is the norm.

The members showed their appreciation for Terry taking on the role.

Wednesday Evening opening: It was reported that the Wednesday evening workshop is
going very well with an average of 5 new members showing up for training. The club thanks
Richard Waterfield, Bernie Careil and Ron Gibbs for giving their time to help make this a
success.

Workshop New Home Project: Mark Board reported ongoing correspondence with Crown
Lands, and State Governments on the Wyong Dairy option. He will continue to follow this up
and report back next month.

Bunnings BBQ days: We have been notified of 2 upcoming dates. These are 17" August and
2" November. We will be looking for helpers closer to these dates.

Coming Events:

e Training of the Ourimbah 1% Scouts in Woodturning: Terry and Peter have been
asked by our neighbours, The Ourimbah 1% Scouts, to help train the troop in
Woodturning. This is happening Thursday 26" June at 6:30pm. A group of members
will help each Scout turn a pen.

e Central Coast Creative Art Trail: On the 19" and 20" July, the club has been
successful in its bid, to be part of the Central Coast Creative Art Trail. This means the
workshop will be open on Saturday 19" July from 8am to 4pm and on Sunday 20™
July from 9:30am to 3:30pm. We will be looking for members to help with Turning
Demo’s, Sales and, more than likely, a BBQ lunch. Watch this space for more info.

e Christmas in July: Rooster (John Lea) reported that all is going well, and he also
asked those attending the lunch please bring a Christmas Gift for a Child, wrapped
with a label noting the age and gender (value $5+).

e The 40™ Anniversary celebrations: The Board is currently working on including a
bring a plate meal as part of the 2025 AGM held in September. Peter and Terry are
enquiring about the use of the Scout Hall next door to accommodate both the meeting
and meal after. Watch this space for more info as it unfolds.
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e 2025 Arts and Craft Fair by the Lake (Toukley Art Gallery) on 15 November:
The Board is currently looking at participating in this event. More information will be
provided in the near future.

Correspondence:

Inwards:
+ An MDIS coordinator asked the club, through the
Website, to consider training of someone with a disability.
o This will be followed up and reviewed by the Board
* Marine Rescue are removing a Casuarina tree from their
site and have asked if we would be interested in the timber.
* Heatherbrae Pies have an Art Gallery. John Lea
(Rooster) and Peter Hamilton visited the gallery and have agreed
to a 2month trail to ‘Show and Sell” members items at the
Gallery. Watch this space for a progress report

Outwards:

+ Answered several emails re: new workshop and opening times.

#+ Sent Insurance details to Central Coast Creative Art Trail organizer

#+ Sent email to Paul at Hearing Australia to postpone Hearing checks until later in the
year

Business Arising from Correspondence:

It was moved by Richard Alexander and seconded by John Butlin that the correspondence be
accepted. Passed.

Financial Report:
Chris Strong presented the reports for May 2025.

Operating Account: Credit $1597.71

Savings Account: Credit $21.98

Toy Fund: Credit $408.70

New Members:
We had 3 new members they are: Harry Watts, Adam Ryan, and Julie Stewart.
Please make them welcome when you see them in the workshop

Raffle: Won by Harry Watts; Second prize: Bernie Careil

Other Reports:
Workshop:

+ Rooster reported that we are still having problems with lathes being left on high-speed
settings when turned off. Please reduce the lathe speed to zero before turning off and
leaving the workspace.

+ Borrowing equipment/tools from the workshop: There is a small lending book used
for recording the items borrowed from the workshop. Please make sure this is
completed when borrowing tools or equipment. See Rooster or the workshop
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supervisor on the day to go through this process. (When signing the book please make
sure your name is clear)

+ Remember to please clean your machines after use or Rooster will find you and fine
you.

Carvers:
Due to Sue’s ill health the carvers have not been meeting

Scrollers:

At this time there are no active scrollers in the
club, however, due to new members interest,
we will look at restarting a group.

Toys:

Rooster and the Board are currently looking for
an organization to donate the toys to. Fund is
going well.

Library:

Dom reported that we now have a club copy of
the Australian Wood Review mag. This will be
in the clubhouse for members to read.

Merchandise:
Still sorting out the shop. Don is working hard on this. If you need something, please let Don
Crittenden know and he will try to source it.

General Business:
Applications for Grants in the future: Chris Strong and Peter Hamilton explained to the
members we are very close to having the requirements to start applying for Government and
Club Grants, in order to do this we need:
4+ 12 Months or reconciled accounts showing all our inward and outward transactions
4+ Records of Workshop and meeting attendance
+ Records showing the club is making money to save towards whatever assets we are
seeking Grants for.

Valda thanked the Secretary (Steve Farr) for the information provided in his emails to
members

Dom Pirlo asked for items to be donated to the club for sale at open days, markets or shows.

Graham Craike asked for the PA system to be used at the next meeting as he was having
trouble hearing what was said.

Next Meeting:
General meeting will be at 12.30am on Saturday 12% July 2025. @ The Workshop.
Board meeting Friday 11% July 2025 @ 12.30pm. @ The Workshop

The meeting closed at 1:39pm.
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Every morning, when I wake up, I find that I have dry, cracked lips from breathing through
my mouth all night.

The solution was to get a Chap Stick to apply before bed... problem solved.

Well, last night, I was in bed trying to get to sleep, when I realised that [ hadn’t applied the
Chap Stick.

In the dark, I reached out to get it from the bedside table, but when I tried to get the lid off; it
would come. I struggled with it for several minutes until Lynda said “For heavens sake turn
the light on so that you can see what you’re doing”.

I turned the light on and found that I was trying to remove the ‘lid’ from a AA battery.

A Senior Moment:
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B3 Membership fees are now due.

. Our membership year runs
from July 1 to June 30'".

— So, you will need to renew our
$60 annual membership

fees. @).

If you only joined in the last
few months then we don’t
expect you to pay again.

~ Thanks to those who have
- already done this.

‘ e
Fees can be paid by:
+ Cash at the Clubhouse
4+ EFPOS at the Clubhouse
#+ Direct Bank Transfer to our New Bendigo Bank account. I’ve paid mine this way and
the details are
o Account Name - Central Coast Woodturners Cooperative
o BSB 633000
o Account number - 220952246
o In the Transaction Reference please add Your Name and 2025 Fees ..........
for example: "S Farr 2025 Fees"
This will help our Treasurer allocate the funds and provide you with a receipt
number.

O

at your own mistak

= _._64 = =< 2Ty

engthens your life
ughing at your wife’s mistakes, shortens it.

._3__
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A memorial service for Skeeta
has been organised by his
family.

It is being held on
Wednesday 16™ July at
12.30pm.

It will be at Gosford RSL...
Gallery 4 (Function Room).

He was one of a very rare breed...
a truly unique man.

He was a scholar, a master
craftsman, a teacher, a mentor, a
role model and, above all, I’'m very
proud to say that he was an
amazing friend.

He will be very sadly missed.

They say that when a wise man
dies, we lose a library, and that’s
very true in this case.

I will miss our long chats.
Rest in peace, mate.

Note: I will write a lot more
about Skeeta next month and if
anyone has a story, anecdote,

photo etc, about Skeeta, that
they would like to share, I
would be very happy to include
it... Alan
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Spooning:

Anybody visiting the workshop on any day over the past two weeks will have seen most

members SPOONING! No not that meaning of the word, but rather people making spoons.

Thanks to the enthusiasm of one instructor, Ron Gibbs, everyone has been encouraged to

make a spoon, or rather a pa1r of spoons. Yes, two spoons from one blank, hence the term
spooning.

—  Ron has encouraged and supervised everyone
attending the workshop to make a spoon. Some
photos show Ron instructing, while the last photo
shows the end product.

At first, I was reluctant to join in as I could see
parts of the spoon to be, namely the handle,
spinning at high speed while you cut the inside of
the spoon bowl. In the photo below you can notice
one of the handles is shorter than the other. Yes, it
hit my finger, fortunately there was a knot in the
wood which gave way rather than my finger. Be
warned if you have yet to turn a spoon, Ron will be
after you. Hopefully we will have lots of spoons
on display at the ‘Show and Tell’ next Club
meeting... Peter

e oli ez Py ol h
.
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New Roof:

The development of the site at the Guide Hall continues. Having had to put up a new roof
covering on the existing container, when we arrived at the Guide Hall, it was decided to do
the same for the second container. We now have a fine new structure spanning the gap
between the two containers. As usual with such projects it was not a simple matter but our
intrepid builders were able to overcome all difficulties.

All such projects come at a
cost to the club but,
expenditure such as this, is
always kept to the
minimum. Timber and
other necessary parts were
purchased and during the
recent period of fine
weather all the work was
completed. We now want
to enclose one end of the
open space between the
containers and thus create
an extended area for
storing and possibly
processing wood gathered
for club members to use.
Currently there is a lot of
timber stacked in the open.

Unfortunately, this timber
cracks and soon becomes
unusable, except for
firewood. It is hoped to
have some working bees
to collect, cut and stack
this wood under cover. |
say collect as there is still
wood at Alan Smith’s

property.

We have two shelving
units in the second
container, but in a new
development, a large
amount of sturdy shelving
was fetched and unloaded
this morning. I am sure

there will be a lot more information on this at the next Club meeting. It will be worth
attending in order to see what has been done, and achieved by, a few volunteer Club

members... Peter

The Hobbyturner
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Scouts:

A few weeks ago, the Scout’s leader asked the President if we could do something with a
group of scouts as part of their project on ‘wood’. This provided us with the excellent
opportunity to interact with our nearest neighbour. It was agreed we would host a troop of
11-14 year olds. This was passed to me and I organised for the young people to turn a pen.

The whole group arrived, all 18 of them,
including one poor lad who had only joined that
evening. The group was almost equal number of
boys and girls. After a quick safety talk, they
split up into three groups. A number of members
gave up their evening so that we were able to
provide an experienced turner as one on one for
the scouts.

The evening progressed almost as planned. The
. plan was to complete one group before sending
for the next group. This was soon replaced by
sending individuals back to the scout hut and
replacing them with another youngster. There
was one of the scout leaders present all the
evening and quite a number of parents as well as
our members. By the end of the evening every
scout had produced a 7mm broad pen.

jr Obviously, they could
4 not do all the drilling
and gluing in one
evening so | had

~. gathered enough
equipment to set up
seven lathes with the
necessary bushings. [
also preprepared
enough blanks with
tubes glued in, plus
spares in case of

| mistakes.

At the end of the
evening all the
members taking part
agreed that it had been

- a satisfactory evening.
The attention of the scouts at the start of the evening, the level of concentration while they
were turning, and the look on their face when the held up their finished pan, made the whole
evening a great success.

N
S N
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Many of the parents showed great interest in what we did at the club. Some took home
details of membership. One dad even asked to make his own pen. As the scouts had all
completed the task, he felt it must be easy. He was astonished at the level of skill needed as
he completed the turning and assembly.

Hopefully, we have planted the seed of an idea, which might result in some of the participants
to remember turning when they are older and better placed to return to the hobby. Perhaps
we might even get one or two of their parents to come and join us.

My thanks, and those of the Scouts, go to the seven members who helped on the evening. It
was not the warmest of nights and standing beside a lathe watching and teaching did little to
keep them warm... Peter

CREIGHTONS

10096 Locally owned and operated

Book an appointment at one of our offices or in the comfort
of your own home with our mobile represent atives.

Office Locations 376 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
M Mingars Drive. Tornbs Umnbs

2 Viewpoint Drive, Touldey
41 Palemdale Road, Palmdale

460 Avoca Drive. Green Pont
W83 Pacllic Hwy (orw Telegraph Rd), Pymble

1300 130 955 creightonsfuneralservice.com.au

The Hobbyturner Page 14



4.

S.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10. You throw out the cardboard

11. You keep an eye on local

12. You find out a fellow

You know you’re a woodworker if/when:

1. Yousitin a pew at church and try to calculate the lineal metres
needed to make a pew and then to make all the pews.

2. Whenever a stranger asks for directions, you use all the local
timber stores as navigational markers.

Every time you get a new tool, you re-read through all your back issues of Wood,
Fine Woodworking, etc... to check out all those projects you can do now.

You turn your spare bedroom into a shop so you won’t have to go outside, or to
the garage. Or just so you can work on projects in your slippers.

You can tell the front from the back of a box you made because the back has a pin
hole in the back that you repaired and nobody can see it except you.

Your snot has the same texture and color as wood filler. (Please don’t use your
snot people... doesn’t work as well).

Your wife shows you a painting she likes and all you can see is the frame.

You have to watch the woodworking video a second time because you were
fixated on the equipment in the background the first time.

You go to a friend’s house and feel compelled to ask for a screwdriver to adjust
that kitchen cabinet door with a 3 mm sag.

air freshener and carry
actual cedar and pine boards
in your vehicle so you can
smell it when you’re
driving.

trees and post letters in
mailboxes telling people that
their tree is sick and needs to
be taken down, or that if
they are taking it down, can
you have some?

woodworker is stopping by,
SO you cut some scrap
camphor without turning on
the dust collector, just so the
shop smells good.

Another problem caused by deforestation
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Here are some more inspirational pieces from my:
“Projects: To Do” folder.

We should all have a folder on our computer where we can
save projects that inspire and challenge us.

We should also keep a notebook beside our TV chair because
you never know when inspiration will strike.
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What’s on. When. Contact

Monthly meeting | 3rd Saturday of each month @12.30pm @The Workshop. | Peter H, Ron G
Wood turning Mon, Fri and Sat mornings 8am until noon.

Wed evening 5 until 9pm.

Thurs afternoon for Trainers and Board members only.

Carving Tues @ 10am @ The Workshop. Sue
Scroll Sawing TBA TBA
Pyrography TBA Valda Barton
EDITOR’S NOTE:
Hi Folks,

Well, the cold weather is upon us but it’s not so bad if
you can stay warm indoors and out of the wind.

That’s exactly what I had planned for last Saturday.

Lynda had organised to go with a couple of friends, to
the Aberdeen Highland Games, which is in the upper

reaches of the Hunter Valley, out past Muswellbrook.
It’s about a two hour and fifteen minutes drive.

I had planned to stay home and finish a few projects.

Now, the old saying by Robert Burns is “The best laid
plans of mice and men often go awry” ... and it did.

I was now driving Lyn to he Highland Games.

The worst part was getting up at 5.30am so that we
could be there for the Opening Ceremony.

— © Anyway, we got there on time but the maximum for
the day was predicted as 4°C.

We met up with about 8 friends who had also made the journey and I must admit that I really
enjoyed the day out.

A gentleman that [ had been chatting with at the caber tossing yelled out to the officials and
told them that I wanted to have a go. I politely declined though.

The day went well and we headed off for home, very tired and looking forward to getting
warm, having a nice dinner and putting our feet up.

Remember Robbie Burns?

It was almost dark when we got within 2kms of the Sydney — Newcastle freeway and we
blew a tyre. It seemed that our lovely day was going to end on a sour note though because
when I tried to remove the wheel nuts they wouldn’t budge.

I had extensions bars and everything but still no luck. We were just about to call the NRMA
when a young man (30 -35) and his family pulled up and offered to help. I willingly accepted
but explained our problem.

He said that he was sure that he could do it.

He opened his rear hatch and got some cushions out and offered us a seat while he changed
the tyre, so that “... we could rest our backs and relax.”
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He then jumped up and down on the wheel brace until the nuts worked loose and he had it
changed in no time.

I tried to pay him for his trouble but he
flat out refused and said that it was his
pleasure to be able to help. He said
that he had been raised to always
respect his elders and to always help
anyone in genuine need.

So, our day did end on a very high
note after all.

I was reminded that there are some
amazing young folks out there with
high ideals that show unlimited
kindness and compassion. They have
great respect for others and don’t
hesitate to help where and when help
is needed. I have great admiration for the new friend that I made that day.

I have had this exact same scenario happen twice now in the last 12months.
I’'m a great believer in karma and I will continue to ‘pay it forward’whenever I can.

I hope that your Guardian Angel is watching over you too.

Take care and stay safe... Alan. Alan Smith (Smithy) 229 Hakone Rd, Woongarrah. 2259.
Ph: 0243 921 864, Mobile: 0414 186 963,
E-mail: smifff@bigpond.net.au

_ UNCONTR;OLL
S AND NEVER Rfégé;
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CENTRAL COAST WOODTURING CO-OP LTD
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM.
Please note that all information will be kept confidential.

Please PRINT all information as this will assist us to keep accurate records.

Membership type: Full Member or Associate Member (Please Date:
circle) )
Name: DOB:
Address:

Home Phone: Mobile:

Email: Spouses Name:

The annual membership renewal fee is $60 for Full Membership. Associate membership is free.
Please note that if fees are not paid by the end of August, then your membership will lapse and
you must pay an additional $10 administration fee to rejoin.

If your medical details need updating, then please do so NOW on the following form.

Please note: This information is to be used only in case of an emergency where urgent
medical help is required. It is designed to help you get the best and quickest help available.

Blood Type (if known): Religion:

Medicare Number: Position on Card:

Pension Number:

Health Fund: Health Fund Number:
Next of Kin: Relationship:
Address: Contact No.:
Emergency Contact 2: Contact No.:
Emergency Contact 3: Contact No.:

Family Doctor’s Name, Address and Phone Number:
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Specialist’s Names, Area of Expertise and Phone Number

Allergies:

Present Medical Conditions:

Brief Medical History:

Current Medications and Dosage Rates:

Feel free to include additional pages if there is insufficient space available.

**By signing this form, you give permission for this information to be passed on to
Ambulance and Hospital Staff if necessary.

Signature: Today’s Date:

Give this completed form to a committee member a.s.a.p.
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